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Meeting of UK Local Agents, Edinburgh, November 2006 
 

A second meeting of local agents was organised in Edinburgh, on this occasion 

focusing on a particular theme which is known to be a growing area of concern for a 

policy makers and practitioners, migration, families and relationships with a particular 

focus on children and migration. Not all of the children’s organisations who attended 

our fist meeting were present but we successfully brought together academics, 

members of voluntary organisations concerned with the well being of children and 

families of migrants and members of local government, statutory bodies and national 

government. A list of people indicating their attendance is attached. The proceedings 

consisted of three formal presentations, an open forum in which academic and 

practitioner researchers made short presentations about their work and discussion 

about future actions. Professor Allan Findlay from the University of Dundee provided 

an overview of trends in migration to Scotland and then Dr Peter Hopkins, from the 

University of Lancaster presented research on the experiences of children who have 

arrived in the UK and Scotland as unaccompanied asylum seekers.  Gary Christie 

from the Scottish Refugee Council, a voluntary body which seeks to support those 

arriving in the UK seeking asylum and refugee status, talked about the organisation’s 

perspective on migrants’ experiences and on working with families and children, and 

their views about gaps in the research evidence that need to be filled. In an open 

‘research showcase’ session participants who were engaged in or commissioning 

migration research, whether as academics or practitioners or policy makers, provided 

brief accounts of current work.  Small group discussion focused on future research 

agendas and possible actions to ensure high quality socially relevant research.  A 

copy of the flyer for the day. The meeting was very successful in stimulating 

exchange between researchers and a much wider constituency of research users 

and providing all with food for thought concerning their own future agendas. The 

evaluation is attached.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



      
         
         

Seminar Evaluation 
 

Migration, families and relationships: 
Current issues – future agendas 

 
Thursday 23rd November 2006 
Total of 28 forms completed 

 
How useful did you find the seminar? 
 
1  2  3  4  5 
Not useful       very useful 
0%  0%  18%  41%  41% 
 
Did the seminar fulfil your expectations? 
 
1 2 3 4 5 
Not much    a lot 
4% 0% 15% 52% 29% 
 
 
How would you rate the speaker sessions? 
 
Allan Findlay – International Migration to Scotland: current trends 
and issues 
 
1 2 3 4 5 
Not good    Very good 
0% 0% 0% 30% 70% 
     
 
 
 
 



 
Peter Hopkins – Pre-flight departure circumstances and accounts of 
transnational migration 
 
1 2 3 4 5 
Not good    Very good 

0% 0% 22% 52% 26% 
 
Gary Christie – Asylum policy and family relationships 
 
1 2 3 4 5 
Not good    Very good 

0% 4% 7% 37% 52% 
 
 
How would you rate the organisation for the seminar? 
 
1 2 3 4 5 
Not well 
organised 

   Well organised 

0% 0% 0% 33% 67% 
 
 
How would you rate the venue? 
 
1 2 3 4 5 
Not good    Good 

0% 0% 15% 33% 52% 
 
Have you done any research on migration, families and or relationships? 
 
Yes  = 17    No  = 11 
 
Are you happy to be contacted for a mapping exercise 
 
Yes  =24    No  =4 
 
What information would you like to see in future events? 
 
Discussion on case studies 



Information on research being conducted 
Lists of datasets on migration figures or links to such datasets 
Household information now and in the future 
Assumptions underlying household projections from General Register 
Office for Scotland 
Household information by ethnic group 
Household formation and deprivation/absence of deprivation 
 
Information about practical things about researchers outcomes 
More on migration/integration/social networks 
 
Research people are doing in this area – just a list/web page links to 
research………I think this is what you are going to do in the mapping 
exercise though…….. 
  
 
Any additional comments 
 
Very informative day – productive for developing future professional 
relationships 
Really useful day – good to hear about issues and to meet and talk to 
people – and for me to learn more about the Scottish context 
Facing the frequent problem of high energy, ideas, “synergies” etc an the 
day that fizzle out due to existing work commitments.  Most attendees 
already had a full work/research schedule 
 
Was not entirely clear from the description that so much emphasis would 
be placed on asylum seekers 
 
More influence to home office/government about better services 
provision 
 
Too focused on asylum seekers and no really about migration 
 
Would be good to have further meetings/opportunities to discuss these 
issues in further detail – very interesting event 
 
Would be very interested in the Round Table re migrants lived 
experiences Lynn mentioned 
 
Great range of speakers – all very different 



Brenda Moon Suite ●   University Library 
University of Edinburgh ●  George Square23rd November 2006 

 10.00  Coffee and registration
 10.30  Welcome – Chair Lynn Jamieson, CRFR
 10.45  International migration to Scotland: current trends and issues
  Allan Findlay, University of Dundee
 11.15  Questions
 11.25  Pre-flight departure circumstances and accounts of 
  transnational migration: the experiences of unaccompanied 
  asylum-seeking children and young people
  Peter Hopkins, University of Lancaster
 11.55  Questions
 12.05 Discussion
 12.15 Research showcase
 12.45 Lunch
 1.45  Asylum policy and family relationships 
  Gary Christie, Scottish Refugee Council
 2.15  Discussion groups: setting an agenda for action
 3.15   Future action
 3.45  Tea and Close

Migration, families 
and relationships: 

Wellchi local agents

critical issues – future agendas

crfr

centre for research on
families and relationships



Migration, families and relationships: critical issues - future agendas 
Brenda Moon Room, Wolfson Suite, University of Edinburgh 

Thursday 23rd November 2006 
Participant Listing 

    
Name Post Organisation Email Address 
Alison Aitken  Independant Consultant alison-aitken@tiscali.co.uk 
Eona Bell PhD Student London School of Economics e.m.bell@lse.ac.uk 

Jennifer Booth PhD Student University of Edinburgh sms0676647@ed.ac.uk 
Francine Bucumi Director Rosemount Lifelong Learning francine.bucumi@rosemount.ac.uk 
Ruth Burnett  University of Edinburgh redruth@compuserve.com 
Luke Cavanagh  Scottish Executive luke.cavanagh@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
Gary Christie Policy Officer Scottish Refugee Council gary.christie@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk 

Oana Ciobanu Research Fellow University of Edinburgh oana.ciobanu@ed.ac.uk 
Emma Crawshaw Centre Manager YWCA Roundabout Centre emma@ywcaroundabout.org 
Franca Eirich  Scottish Executive franca.eirich@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
Tim Elrick Research Fellow University of Edinburgh tim.elrick@ed.ac.uk 
Alun Evans Community Initiatives Eildon Housing Association alune@eildon@org.uk 
Allan Findlay Research Professor University of Dundee a.m.findlay@dundee.ac.uk 
Alison Forbes GUS Dissemination Officer Centre for Research on Families and 

Relationships 
alison.forbes@ed.ac.uk 

Jan Freeke Senior Planning Officer Glasgow City Council jan.freeke@drs.glasgow.gov.uk 
Anthony Good Head of School University of Edinburgh a.good@ed.ac.uk 
Maria Gulczynska Student University of Edinburgh gulczynska@yahoo.com 
Ms Shona Hamilton  University of Stirling shona.hamilton@stir.ac.uk 
Andy Hancock Lecturer University of Edinburgh andy.hancock@ed.ac.uk 
Stephen Harvey Development & Information 

Officer 
Children in Scotland sharvey@childreninscotland.org.uk 

Angie Henney Public Health Practitioner NHS Borders angie.henney@borders.scot.nhs.uk 



Malcolm Hill  University of Strathclyde malcolm.hill@strath.ac.uk 
Peter Hopkins Lecturer in Human 

Geography 
Lancaster University p.hopkins@lancaster.ac.uk 

David Howard Lecturer University of Edinburgh david.howard@ed.ac.uk 
Lynn Jamieson Co-Director Centre for Research on Families and 

Relationships 
L.Jamieson@ed.ac.uk 

Laura Jeffery Leverhulme Early Career 
Fellow 

University of Edinburgh laura.jeffery@ed.ac.uk 

Birgit Jentsch Senior Researcher National Centre for Migration Studies sm00bj@groupwise.uhi.ac.uk 
Korin Lebov Senior Research Officer Scottish Executive korin.lebov@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
Emilia 
Lewandowska 

Research Fellow University of Edinburgh emilia.lewandowska@ed.ac.uk 

Cecilia Macintyre Head of Branch General Register Office for Scotland cecilia.macintyre@gro-scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

Marion Macleod Principal Officer City of Edinburgh Council marion.macleod@edinburgh.gov.uk 
Carolyn Mance Senior Support Worker City of Edinburgh Council carolyn.mance@edinburgh.gov.uk 
Sarah McGarrol Research Officer Citizens Advice Scotland sarah.mcgarrol@cas.org.uk 
Carole Moore Research Student Napier University 06012624@napier.ac.uk 
Sarah Morton Research Liaison Manager CRFR s.morton@ed.ac.uk 
Lorraine Murray Associate Director Ipsos MORI lorraine.murray@ipsos-mori.com 
Jan Penrose Senior Lecturer University of Edinburgh jmp@geo.ed.ac.uk 
Karen Qureshi Research Associate Open University kq54@tutor.open.ac.uk 
Lucy Ramasawmy Posgraduate Student University of Edinburgh lucy.ramasawmy@gmail.com 
Zahida Ramzan Equalities Co-ordinator Fife Council zahida.ramzan@fife.gov.uk 
Sheila Riddell Professor of Inclusion and 

Diversity 
Moray House School of Education sheila.riddell@ed.ac.uk 

Alexandra 
Katherine 
Rosenberg 

PhD Student University of Edinburgh a.k.rosenberg@sms.ed.ac.uk 

Rebecca Rotter  University of Edinburgh r.rotter@ed.ac.uk 
Rima Adnan Said 
Mustafa 

Community Support Worker Eildon Housing Association rimas@eildon.org.uk 



Jonathan Stanners Social Worker City of Edinburgh Council jonathan.stanners@edinburgh.gov.uk 

Kathleen Van de 
Vijver 

Highly Specialist Systemic 
Psychotherapist 

Medical Foundation Scotland kathleen.vandevijver@talk21.com 

Sue Walters Lecturer in Educational 
Studies 

Moray House School of Education sue.walters@ed.ac.uk 

Sheila Wilson Senior Health Promotion 
Officer 

NHS Lothian sheila.wilson@lhb.scot.nhs.uk 

 

 


