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Childhood:
1st Sociological Transformation

¢ from invisible objects ofi research enquiry.
Into active research subjects with
legitimate veices of their own

¢ from passive victims off their parents

diverce inte active practitioners: of family.
lifiel /- creative agents off chande:

¢ ireom childhoeed becoming (GULCOMES
fESearchl driven: by a developmental
palfadigmprterchildheed berng: IegitimaEy.
gIVen te; the stijectiver eEXpPERENCE) Off
SimpINV-BEIRNGrarchliak




Childhood:
2nd Sociological Transformation

¢ Incorporates Childhood ‘becoming” back into the
frame of reference

¢ Moves to a moere holistic understanding of
children and! young people as simultaneously.
‘Being’ and "becoming:

¢ Re-visions childl development, noet inf terms of
fixed stages anad euUtcomes, measuired against
pPredicted NermS) anal exXpeEctations), BUt as: arfiluia
and relationalFpPreocess that 1S played out oVer
CimME IR’ al complex: Variety, oif Way/s

¢ Bridges the gaps betWeen childineod andhyouih
research: a sociology of young lives




Divorce:
a dynamic process

¢ No longer seen as a ‘one off” event that
forever defines (and brands) the key

protagonists

¢ Part off an ongeing pProcess that' is played

QUL N a complex: Variety: oif Ways and WIth
diffierential effiects for these involved

¢ Reduires anl tnderstanding o oW,
diverce familAliieNst negetiated ane

manRaged) anetnow relationships and

POSL

commitmERtS WELWEER! KIR ake WOl
OUES OVER IME:

“ed




‘Real Lives’
research at Leeds

Negetiating Parentheed (ESREL994-7)
Post Diverce Childhoeds (INuifield 1997-9
CerParentingrArter Diverce (ESRE 1997-9)
Enduiring Families? (ESRE 2001-3
Eamiiy: Dynamiicsi (ESRE 2004-5)

Elowerdew, Neale,"Smart, Wade




The Enduring Families Study

Aim: to explore the changing experiences and circumstances of an
existing sample of young people with divorced parents

Follow up interviews, conducted by Jen Flowerdew: in 2001-2
with) 601 young people from the North of England whoe had taken
part in our original research three to four years previously.

Ade range; 8-22 (majority: 11-17)

31 female, 29 male

35 middle class), 27 Workingl class

S0 IviRehiRreRe NomeE, SONRFtWe HeMES

Ordinary: diverced families: (privately: erdered arrangeEmERts)




Dynamics of contact 1998-2002
(n=60)

¢ One Home (withr mum) (n=30)
\/arying levels of contact sustained:
Indirect or no contact sustained:
Increased contact with dad
Decreased contact with dad

Change in residence (dad te muim)

¢ wor iHeomes (50-50 or 60-4:0) (n=30)
Sustained

Abandoned — changerte muim
Lefit home




The meaning of contact

¢ Iwo dimensions of relationships
— Mechanics (time, space, contact, residence)

— Intrinsic nature; (quality, emotional core, everyday.
conduct)

¢ Contact
— e mEchanics of a relationship

- Thelfstarting PEINE, a8 MEaNSs teran end, Aot an' end in
tSEe

¢ [he ameunit off contact, the INCIGENCE Off CONIHICE
eI the numbEr O Changes inka amily: may: tellfus
relativelVvilittlertuniesspweralsertnderstancaiwilat
CNESE PrOEESSES) MEean for these InVelVed.




Dual Residence:

Claudia 1st interview

¢ Claudia (aged 12): They ask me what I prefer.
Tfhen they sort of say, " Well you would prefer to
do that, wouldn't you, but I mean It's up toe you,’
SO they sort off put you on the spot. ... It's a bit
nard you see, because you know: that both off
them want diffierent things and: i you agree with
one then the other willlbe upset. I mean; they:
donrt say. it but you can SENSE It, so It's a bit
annoying|, se It's better te say something
completely: diffferent, cost then like nejther of
them: win, themnr they JiNjtist fine an argument
abEUE soMEthInG elsel Siey: alwaysisay: that they,
MISs UsS WhHER WE @05 [ just wish they livead
COEEther ItwotldNoe areot Easier




Dual Residence:
Claudia 2" interview

¢ Claudia (aged 16): TThe actual 4 days at mum’s and 3

days at dad’s hasn't chandged. I think I might see dad a bit
more because he's moved over to the side of the city where
all my: friends are ...which mum doesn't like at all. ... She
can’'t understand that when I go ever, It's to see my.
friends, not see dad. She deesn‘t think I want to be with
her, which isnt the case. ... It'si got woerse, over the past
year or so. ... Like I was supposed tor be stopping at mumrs
on Friday, night but the way: [ saw. it, Eriday: night was) the
ONe NIght: thiat neither persen’ kind off owrned, cos they own
our days (Iaughing). Shellrsay: Eriday: night’s my: day:,
WhIChr pretty, much says, 1 owia: Eriday:. Se; last Eriaay: 1
slept at dad’s cosi I“d been seeinal fifliends, e eriy Way.
thiat [ could get ner to et me ge Was to)say. that dad Was
Aet geIng torbe 1Rk HaliFandifaliFis ines Ijust thinksthiat
REWIFMEL6r [ shoulda have mere; of a Says




Dual Residence: Moving On?

¢ Claudia (aged 16): I'll be moving
out te University soon, so. .... And
then it’ll be like, okay, whose
heliday? Whe are youl spending time
withr (laughingp?: ... X amount ot days
REre and VY amount off time there.




Dual Residence:

Rachel 1st interview

¢ Rachel (aged 17): They both arranged their
lives around us. ... They both sued for custody. ...
["m withr my: Dad on Mondays and Tuesdays, my:
Mumi on Wednesdays and TThursdays and themn we
alternate weekends. And then it's mad on
Sundays. ... SO they sorted this very complicated
system. ... It was confitsing at first, but like
second nature nNoew. ... YouVe got tor settle im,
PECAUSE] YOoU SOt off change, depenading wihat
1OUSE youlre at. ... I find ['m a diffErent persen
at eachr house. It takes a whlle toe settle in), to
JEINGEl the OthEer PErSeni ... It USEd tortake a
coUple el daysi AN then WHER thEre Weke SHoTt
times, ana “droniy e semewWhEre arcouple of
day/s it Was albit diSCEnCERtINGS.




Dual Residence: Rachel, 219
Interview:

¢ Rachel ( ed 20): [When I was last interviewed] I think I was in a

fairly ‘OK W|t the lire” at that stage, which changes. ... I think I pessibly
accepted things the way they were. ... I knew they both desperately.
wanted me. T ey fought over us so they must have wanted us. ... But I
mean, ... you do get used a bit like a pawn. I read that book you ‘did| for
young people and onge of the kids who wasi being sharedi said, “It’s like

Futtlng your lifie in a  couple off carrier bags” and that is exactly what It’s

Q: Were there times when|you said "I don‘t want te) do) this ?

Rachel: Oh, there were. But it carmed onl (laughing)....My: Dad), my: Dad is
2 VERY strong personality....quite op|n|onated alVEry domlnatlng PEFSeN! .
CLLIIte jealous’ soihe gets upset ifthe doesnit have eduall or moKe ... nMore

an egual e the time sRent WIthEmy, mether .. IHEe s al fiercely; Rind ofil
dont knew, involved fat . VEery frequently, he'd say eneudhl ter make
ME! CrY. HENS efiten quite frosty - Makes you feel bad about Veurselit ...
And I stillthave tor try and balance [[the time] - -Christmas: Isfa nightmare:
oo Last Vet s sawi thEmPboth gk oUt GRCE armoRth::WhicChawas a bit eiia
stralnrrealVAtryinG) ter SEE themEser much:. It I seerMum [Shave ter seerDad::
EVEntnew, tisSrEalivatglis s [P IRINwWasiacVising pakentsi S imwenid
FEcommend that thierkids Stay INteRE house and the parentsimove in and
out (laughing): s thinkethat s fiairer . Y ou know, allfparents mess up
theirehildreny > Itk poessiblyAl mlght o)=l pple)gel | product offthe way my.
aculalf parents are fatherrthian BECaUSEtREY are divorced.




Dual Residence: Flexibility

¢ Rosie (aged 13, 2nd interview): It’'s
pasically the same, but it's got more
flexible. More because I've chosen. Like
it’si not been so rigid that I go te dad's on
certain days. ... Iif therersi somethingl that: 1
Want te dor then (laugh) I'm the one Who
decides reallyi i iiwant ter ge ouit on
Sunday, then I gos:

¢ Jack (aged 13, 2"d interview): When
IHmreldert HiNtist come torwWhlcCheverRouse
INCheESE




Dual Residence:
What helps? What hinders?

» What helps?

— Based on consensus, good quality:
relationships, needs of children.

— Elexibility, so that it can break down naturally

OVer time as yoeung people assume controll of
thelr ewn time: and' Space;

o \What hinders?

— Sased on URFEseIVEar tERSIONS), PO guality:
relatienships, NEEES Gl Pakents.

—Inexible and rHgidiy enlercedr serthiat It
PrEVENTES VoUNG PEoPIerassuming COntrol of
CRENT oW tinEranGrSPEacES




One Home: Diminishing contact
Helen 1%t interview

& Q: What's it like for you when you‘re going off to dad’s?

¢ Helen (aged 8): I sometimes feel a bit sad, being with my mum
only: for week [days] cos I haven't stayed with her for the
weekend. [ didn't reaIIy want to go to my dad’s because I didnt
really: want te ?et calr sick and get; even more bad in my: tummy.
UsuaIIy I feel poorly after I've, been to my: dad’s. When I first
went when I was about three, then Il stayed in my: bedroom and

mum and dad had to IEull me downstairs, ... Dad doesn’t sort of

help when he starts shouting at me i 1 get [somethinglf wireng ...
A gooed father shouldnt be hard on the wite and not hard on t e
children, but that’s what dadrdoes: ...I' feel safie; at my, mum’s
AoUEelbecalse she hasni: got a temper and my: dacrhas: . ey
reaII donrt likerme to tellfsemebedy: this, but I denrt reaIIy like

ad a5t mUchr as) my: muim BECaUSE he gets AL al tEmPER With
me and e s quiterhorrible termy: brotherr ... ['mrglad that I see
Ml MU MoEE NOW:

Q: Do) yeurthink yourdHikertorchandent at allinrthe future?

Helen: [t depends howr horrible my: dad gets, say: Rergets much
MeKE NOrTislE; o Say RErGEtSHMUCH NICEMaNENKINGEERTSO It
depen@stonrthalt:




One Home: diminishing contact
Helen 27¢ interview

¢ Q: have your feelings about the divorce changed over the years?

¢ Helen (aged 11): Yeah definitely because I realized, I found out, you
know, about my dad, because I didn‘t really: — well, T did know, but not
like, know: as in completely understand, ... ‘cos Dad was not treating
Alistair very well. TThat was when I started to see him less. And when I
realized that I actually: had the choice, iff I wanted to, I didn't have te go.
... 1 didn’t really: make the choice until last Thursday. I told my, dad on
Thursday night....I had to, so Il could just ring mum the next day: and tell
her to comerbecause [[otherwise] he could have turned her away: or
something. ... Alistair left dad... the summer before last ... because he
didn’t want te see; himi again. ... So I kind off realized that I could leave
whenever Il wanted to. And then Alistair came back terdad’s |ast winter
term. And I think dad'sibeen much nicer to; him Noew, "cos he's Worred.

Qi What'siit been like living inkyeur fiamily?
Helen: Sometimes I wish that I wasn't = that it couldrbe a different life ...

iMook at somebody: else st family, hwoutldirather be in thelr place, "cos |
would leve their parents . ... Ihwouldn 't love just mums [

Q: [ifvoeurcouldhaverone wishy, Whatwoetld that s e

Helen: WellNiswoeuldhprenably:say: that IwWishriShad nEVER KnoWR my: dad:
Becauser thenrAlistaiFanarBwotldineverthave tor kneowswhat WenRt: ek




One Home: Diminishing contact
Joey: 18 interview

¢+ Joey (aged 15): [mum’s house] is home. ...although I have a home at

dad’s and if I wanted to go and live with himi I could. There are times
when I really miss my dad and I wender what it would be like living with
him but then it’d be the other way reund and ['d miss my mum. ... When I
was younger I used to go dewn a lot, every other weekend, till I was 11 or
12 and then I started going down less and less and I don't go dewn| that
often any: more because I do a lot of things with| firiends. I don't knew,
anyone dewn there. ... I know: that, however much| I see of dad, he's
always there and iff need be I can ring up: andl say. I need you|, sort of thing
... e comes here al lot more in the Iast year or twe ... he takes everybody.

out, includinlg MU, ... The chiangeoVver fifom going down frequently to ...
4

RAeL frequentiy, wasivery: diraduals There wasn't a time when I thought, “Im
[0t oG tOr SEE dad. SO Olten, it Used torjust become,  well, [ not golhg
downr thiss Weekend because I going out With im,  sorthe rFoutine sprt off
fiellfapart a bit. He knewsh i can never reallys commit tor stufiff mere than a
day’ o tworin advance ... I'mean [ jUst seerwhiai ComeEs uF. My wholelife s
likerthat really: Dad understands that [ dorseerriendsiariot and they: are
Veryimpertant and e dees respect that: IF he's rung up and said, “Are
Veul coming dewnrthistweekend? and i ve said) no thenrhe says) e,
He doesn'timinadl .+ I[t's nerreflection; on: himi




One home, diminishing contact
Joey 29 interview

¢ Joey (age 18): It probably is slightly less that I've been seeing
him [since the last interview] ... It was my relationship with other
people, friends...and I was busy doing my A" levels and stuff....I
mean my: relationship withr my mum, and dadl hasn't deteriorated
at all, it’s just that my life here has become; more, not more
important, but more invoelving,, iff you like. ...It.wasn't an active
decision, It just kind off happened. And dad does understand that
I have a life here. It's not like you know, I'm ignering him or

anything likerthat. Andi I still' speak: to him freguenthyzand ... When
I'gor doewn there and see himi at weekends and! stufii it’s great.
BEcause we; go) ofif and der stufi together ... like, go: to) the theatre
O go) out ferfa meal or that Kinadl of thing:

Q: What's it like iving in: your family?
Joey: [ thinkiitsigreat. I've really: enjoyed it and I still do. I don't
kRew, IFthinkswerare allsjust reallys close and I am Uik

Q: IifVourcotid haverone Wishfor your fitture

Joey: 10 remain: clese to; my amiiy: . WhateVer NappENS to; stay
clese te all efifthen:




Policy Implications

Quality not quantity.

The guality of young people’s relationships with their parents is of paramount
importance to them. The amount and nature of contact between a parent and child
may. tell us relatively little about the quality of the relationship. Good contact is not
more contact, but contact that reflects a good quality relationship

Shared residence built around fairness may net be fair fior children

Suchi arrangements may have: a lasting and by no means positive impact on the lives
off young people, thereby becomingl an: unwanted! legacy of the divorce.

Families after diverce may endure” in both poesitive andl negative semnses.

Where parentsi are able to et gor off their children throwugh their teenage years they
arre more likely to sustain argeod relationship with them in the longl term.

Parent/  child relationships are’ erganic andlevelving

Contact arrangements; should reflect this, Whererthey: areinfliexible they: may: be
detriimentall toryoung people and constrain them in developingl their individual
identitiesiand managing their ewn time and space: Flexiblerarrangements enable
Voungal people to become the authors — o coralthors) - of their ownl liVes.




