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Changing Patterns Of Child Socialisation

1. The Modern Bulgarian State and the Setting Up of M odern Socialisation

stems

After the Liberation in the aea of child education and upbringing, the
development of the modern Bulgarian date follows the experience of the naiond dates
in Western Europe. It is responding to the Stuation of eroson of the characteristics of
socidisaion patterns traditional for the agrarian society, such as the patriarchd rurd
family, the church and the immediade community of the locdity and neighbour
organisation. The modernisation of society, which resulted from the advance of
capitdism, cdled for the edablishment of dternaive paterns. And, thereby, 4l
modernising dates, especidly if they faced an accelerated development, began to set up
centrdised sysems for the education and upbringing of the younger generation The
obligatory military service, the large sports organisations, the compulsory education a
vaious levels, specidised children and youth organisations, patriotic, naiondigic and
ideologicd  organisdtions began to forge the new legislaive fundamentas for the
individuds separated from thelr traditiona environment.

With the acceleration of this process and the increase in the numbers of the
young population in the cities, during the 30s of the 20 century, the state started setting
up a vaiety of organisations focused on young people. At the beginning of the 40s of
the 20" century, the membership in sports youth organisations was impressive, bearing
in mind tha Bulgariads society was gill predominantly agrarian, and did not exhibit any
lasting traditions of sdf-organisation In January, 1940, Bogdan Filov's Cabinet



promulgated the Act on the Organisation of Bulgarian Youth, regulating the matters of
the edablishment, the operation and the competencies of the Brannik Youth
Organisation, which was placed directly under the senior supervison of the Prime
Miniger. Specid uniforms were designed for its members and it amed to establish a
dominating influence on dl students from the primary and secondary schoals.

This problem was aso of congderable priority in the period between the 50s and
the 80s, however, within a different ideologica and politica environment related to the
process of booming indudridisation and urbanisation and the migration of millions of
people from the villages, from their traditiond manner of life to the towns and dities,
which required new soddisaion mechaniams. Socidisation sructures and  ethic
literature amed a assigting the transformation of humen aspirations from the patriarcha
and rurd redity to the gtuation of the urban and industridised society. The behaviour
of this individud, irrespective of the lack of eementary materid incentives, was
supposed to correspond to urban labour ethics, the specifics of working discipline and
labowr, and, during the period of collective forms of ownership and labour, stimulate
and mobilise them for a maximum labour invesment to acceeraie accumulation The
modernisation process, which is undemining the traditiona dandards system of
society, generding various anomies in the gdtuation of the weekening of the formerly
gdrong vehides of politicd enforcement, cadled for new patterns of socidisation and
control, new mora standards and abundant literaiure related to their ethic reflection. In
this dtuation, a new series of child and youth organisations were established: from the
communist child and pupil organisations to the youth Komsomol, covering dl children
and young people which, dthough under the flag of a certain ideology, played a
socidisation role resulting in low raes of cime and little deviant behaviour among the

young generation.

2. The Bulgarian transition and the collapse of the previous socialisation patterns,

alongside the neglect for the upbringing values from the end of the 80s and the 90s

of the 20" century
The collapse of the preceding sysem of date socidism and the radicd shift in
the ideology and living perceptions within Bulgarian society resulted in a grievous criSs

of moras and socidisation The preceding systems of socidisaion and education of
children, teenagers and youth were demolished as they were ideologicdly and
politically associated with state socidism, but nothing came in their stead. This was aso



replicated in the collapse of al other controlling sysems in society, from the Security
Service to the Committee of State and People’s Control, whereby, the established new
sysems, and especidly the judiciary, turned out to be srongly corrupted and
ineffective. The former mord paragons shaping the fundamentds of ethic education
were overthrown, but the new politicd €lite was unable to produce new mord
examples, which could form the basics of new upbringing sandards. They were quickly
replaced by the new behaviourad sereotypes attracting the attention of the media the
mafia gangder, the showman, or the illegd overnignt money maker. It turned out thet
Orthodoxy, as a spiritud system, does not exhibit sufficient capacity to replace the
crashing systems of education and socidisation

In these circumstances, the need for morad educationd efforts and specid
mechaniams for the socidisation of the younger generdtion is actudly higher than ever
before in history, but their lack and overdl disregard shown thereto are dso more
evident than ever before in the history of the date. Here are some of the summarisations
of the Annuad 2003 Report on Youth of the Ministry of Youth and Sports with regard to
the mord vaues of today's young generationt “Adolescence is gradualy populated by a
generation, which has never been through organisationd forms of socidisaion, whose
members ae forging ther own vdue sysem, which is maked by aggressive
mercantilisn and egocentrism bordering on extreme individudism The vaues adopted
by our society, such as freedom, responshility, jusice, solidarity, strong moras are
getting scarcer and scarcer.”

In 2000, the State Agency for Child Protection was established and Sarted
operating in 2001, pursuant to the speciad Child Protection Act, but it has a
predominantly protective function not related to the policy of developing socidisation
mechanisms, which presupposes a comprehensve gpproach on the behaf of numerous
date inditutions and a super-departmental complex programme. As a rule, the overdl
current practice of the Agency focuses on children’s rights and their possible protection,
whereas the problems of socidisation and education are dmost missng or have been
touched upon only within the context of the rights, but, actualy, there are no profound
socid mechaniams to carry them out. Unfortunately, irrepective of the fact tha there
are over 300 political parties, each bearing their name and ideologica identifications,
none of them has initiated any serious discusson or forged any reasonable programmes

such as those of the American Neo-Consarvatives focusng on public education and the



socidisdion of the young generation, and this omisson will have disastrous effects on
the education and the socidisation of children and the younger generation

An education and socidisation programme needs to pay Specid attention to the
activity of educationd inditutions and the Ministry of Education, which are the
backbone of education in our socia system. However, the review of the documentation
of our education from the beginning of the 90s, shows a thorough neglect for the issue
of morad education and upbringing. Education has been regarded as technologies,
criteria, indtitutions, etc., but the problem of vaues and the shaping of the persondity is
lacking. During the period of the so cdled educetiond reforms the issue of mord
upbringing has just been overlooked in the activity of the educationa system, which has
dways been chaacterised by two aspects tuition and mord upbringing. The
educationd reform of the lagt fifteen years was following the course of vaue disregard
and the egtablishment of a foundation for the forming of particular qudities in the
upbringing process. There is a lack of state policy and drategy for the upbringing of the
children from the younger generation The State has assumed some responsbility for the
education, the possble opening of jobs but is paying dmost no atention to the
formation of vaues.

Some extreme reformers suggest extreme forms of a market mechanism treating
educetion as a commodity just like dl others, which can be the subject of sde
transactions, and dl that, & a time when governments are concentrating grester and
greater effort in education Thus, the traditiond vadue sysem of the Bulgarian teecher,
with their noble misson was destroyed. This has resulted in a Studtion transforming the
teecher in a merdy conductive agent for specific knowledge input, but not a human
being with hisgher own vaues norms dandards, who can offer them to the younger
generation.

The mord-politicd unity based on a dngle paty, its ideology and the
omnipresent date just fdl agoart in the 80s and so did the exising mord politica
identities. The outburst of the politicd clash just resulted in the formation of new
negative identities, through oppostion and the identification of the enemy’s image. The
coming into power of Simeon Saxe-Coburg Gotha in 2001, with him overthrowing the
then bipolar modd and demonsgtrating tolerance to differences, put an end to the former
negative identities. Under these circumstances, the question arises as to which are the
factors forming a person, where do they originate and who is supporting the vaue
orientation of the individua. Market economy and democracy are related to



ingrumental  rationdity, but a society holds together around the exisence of an
aggregate of ultimate vadues formed by cetan socdisng inditutions. These are
lacking, however.

In the padt, there was a nation-wide progranme for aesthetic education, for a
harmonious and multifaceted persond development. Heavy subsidies were provided
thereto. During the last 15 years we disgposed of this content as ideologicaly
permeated, but it was not replaced by a new educationa sysem and universal vaues.
Neglect was demondrated for anything rdated to schoolchildren’s mord upbringing
and to the fact that schools do not merdly offer classes, but aso have a culturd role and
a share in the individud’s ethic perception of the world. Students mord upbringing
was unforgivably neglected, underestimated and derided in the years of our unique
trangtion We even had the deploreble Stuation of a Miniser of Education (Vesdin
Metodiev) daing that schools will no longer provide mord upbringing, but the family.
Disregard was shown for the fact that the school has aways been associated with mora
upbringing.

Additional complications resulted from the fact that the work of the media is no
longer subjected to termind vaues, but rather to the instrumenta rationdity d finding a
consumer. Some time back, media activity was dominated by the respective ideologica
and educational standards. Their disregard, however, effected the opposite extremity.
The new environment of the media, whose main god is to attract readers and viewers
and sl the their release, does not a dl have a postive effect on the socidisation of the
young generdtions. We are witnessing an uncontrollable invason of violence, sensation,
pornography, the extreme hedonisation of human behaviour as an ultimate vaue. Thisis
an additiona factor for the collgpse of the public system of vaues.

What <Is in the information and culturd market is thet, which affects most
grongly the primitive needs and baser ingincts, which has the biggest impact on lumen
psychology or, respectively, pleasure and pain (passion/suffering), in the most primitive
forms of sex, death, crashes, black and white magic, pornography, sensationd
pseudoscience, crime. The preceding podtive images of socidisation ae missng ad
the child's, adolescent’'s and youth’'s culturd and media environment is inveded by
poectacular presences like the pop folk performer Azis countless gangsters bearing
exotic nicknames of animads or mutudly derogative politicians accusng themsdves of
any and dl mortd dns. These are the individuas, setting up the standards of conduct
and forming the perceptions of success and the living visons of a human being.



We are witnessing the helplessness of the key inditutions and mechanisms for
the full soddistion of the individud. The mass impoverishment, the shock
margindisation, the lumpenisation, the radicd shift in socid danding of a large number
of Bulgaian dtizens and the focus on subsgence result in the overal downfdl of
vadues in society, and, thereby, in the degradaion of al upbringing mechaniams in
human beings. The result is a boom of teenage crime, children murdering children, two
schoolgirls strangling another, tens of thousands of acoholics and drug addicts among
children and adolescents.

This is, in fact, the extend sensgtiond manifestation of the find effects of a
process typica for the lagt fifteen years — the full abandonment and disregard for the
socidisng and upbringing functions of society addressng the young generation, leaving
the trends in their own course, even being aware that no society in history ever made
progress without specidised and effective mechanisms for the socid integration of
children and the young generation

3. Theliberal or the neo-conservative appr oach to socialisation and values?

In this dtuation, the developed dtates are advancing new ideologicd and vaue
processes. Agitated discussons and sharp political oppogtions have been initiated with
regard to society’s response to the changes of vaues and socidisation patterns. In states
like the US, this causes particular “culturd” and “mora wars’, countering the views of
liberds and neo-conservatives and occupying a greater share in the pre-eection
programmes and visions as to where aod how society has to go. In their programmes of
each of the parties lays a specid emphasis on the education and the upbringing of the
young generdtions and on its culturd policy with regard to the formaion and the
indtilment of particular vaues.

The liberd vison as to wha should form the fundamentas of education and
upbringing is related to the traditiond idea of a liberd upbringing with a high degree of
freedom in a peson's devdopment and a reinforcement of artistic cresgtion, Hf-
development and rights. Among the dasscs of this liberd upbringing modd will be Dr.
Spock’s book for the infant's early upbringing, with a sress on the process of
devdopment. As a whole, the liberd vison is based on methodologicd individudism
and the priority of human freedom It percalves society’'s best intervention in the
provison of equa chances for the development of children and young people and the
abolishment of any discrimination in gender rdations, ethnic groups, religions, races. It
will impose in the USA the so-cdled postive discrimination to provide chances for the



development of the Afro-American population It focuses on individud and collective
rights of groups. Therefore, this liberd vison, accentuating on the rights, for ingtance,
provide specid treatment to the individud’s right of own discretion of onesdf and on€'s
capacity and the hot debates in the area of bioethics are regarded from the perspective of
women's right to abortion, the individud right to euthanesa private life
confidentidity. From the 80s onwards, this view provides an active covering to both
individua rights and the rights of any minorities sexud, gender, ethnic, rdigious
culturd, etc., turning them into one of the pivota action-makers in multiculturdism

The neo-conservative vison, which enjoys a specid support in the US, raises the
acute quedion tha the liberds overemphassng on the rights of individuds and
minorities actudly results in their neglect for responghilities and on the need for
uniform values bringing people together as a mgority, which is required for the
exigence of the state. They have dtarted a fight for the targeted role of the state and for
the boost of the collapang traditiond socidisaion inditutions, which they perceive as
the chance for the survivd of society a dl. Among these they prioritise the
drengthening of the family and family vaues the resstance to the eroson of the
traditiond family through the grant of rights to homosexua minorities Together with
the family, specid atention is pad to reigion and religious communities, rdigious
education and fath as the foundation of mords and a human being's feding of
commitment. They are fighting for the reingtatement for religious education a school.
They plead for the increase of community control over human conduct, including the
personal and the sexual aspects, for the ban on abortions and euthanasia, for the priority
of the public security and the individud’s public regpongbilities over individud rights.
However, they believe that it is impossble to preserve the nation without patriotism,
concerning the digntegrating influences of multiculturd diversty and the numerous
minorities Unlike the liberd vidon on upbringing and its mechaniams, the neo-
conservatives believe that public control and censorship is required on cultura products,
the harnessng of the content shown on TV and censorship on Internet content in view
of the mord hedlth and the socidisation of the young generation

It is exactly due to the power of this neo-consarvative wave in the USA, which
has st up the last decades trends and patterns of socidisation and control on children
and youth, intended to combat the digntegrating tendencies resulting from the globa
processes in the recent decades. Under their pressure, hundreds of US cities have

imposed an evening curfew for children and youth under 18, whereas those under 21



can be aresed if caught buying or consuming liquor. The role of locd communities is
increasng in the exertion of influence on the individua. Schools have introduced a full-
day tuition in order to provide for the adequate socidisation impact. Thus, children are
not left in the street when out of school, and families and schools are taking shifts in
exerting influence on them and this organised control ams a the overcoming of
arbitrary dreet influences. This is combined with a broad range of opportunities and
practices of ealy labour socidisation — providing jobs a schools and universities
outsde the working hours from a comparatively early age, which encourages students to
fed autonomous and cover some of their expenses. Thus, a vehicle is provided for the
blocking of dangers generated by the prolonged period of education and, actudly, the
continuous education, as, from a very early age, education has not been isolated from
working socidisation and the qudities it forms. In padld, there is a variety of civil
organisations, including children and youth, which play an especidly strong
socialistion role, contribute to the deveopment of dtruisic behaviour, collective
awareness, and the readiness to assume commitment. A dSgnificant role in this respect
can be attributed to a number of religious communities — the Mormon practices being
the mogst renowned, whereby children having completed their high school ae sent
somewhere around the world to perform missonary activities, which shagpes important
ethic quditiesin them
The Bulgarian society is in need of a neo-consarvetive revolution in the area of
moras and upbringing as the neo-consarvative parties are vigilant about the society’s
vdues and the mechanisms of ther enforcement, they fight against pornography,
proditution, violence and primitivism in the media, agang Big Brother, for the
upbringing of our children a curfew up to the age of 21 and the ban on the use of
acohol before this age, so that anyone would be arrested for consuming a single beer,
even if being the daughter of presdent Bush
It is obvious that a series of activities is required, through which the public could
intervene additiondly in the process of child socidisation
- The sdting up of a dae draiegy and policy for the indilling of specific vaues
with the young generaion and the man methods, tools and mechaniams for
ataning this.
- A much more active role of the date in the exercise of control on the media

environment, Internet clubs Internet service providers from the perspective of



decency and indecency, and compliance of the offered content with certain ethic
norms.

Intense action of the date in the edtablishment of children’s, teenage and youth
organisations of various ganding, which would devdop atistic and socid <df
initiatives and would contribute for the assumption of socid roles by the children.
Subjection of Bulgarian schooling curricula to such key upbringing objectives as
ethic socidisation and nationa identity.

The introduction of a system for the qudity evaduation of the schools and of the
teacher’ s activity on thelevel of mord upbringing of ther children

Devdopment of the legidative regulations for extracurricular and out-of-school
activities. Experts on upbringing issues and activity have to appointed a the
various levels, up to the municipa, and each school needs to have apedagogicd
adviser and a psychologist.

Introduction of school indgnia such as uniforms, school flags, badges, divisons,
etc.

Full-day attendance, especidly for the children from poor families, which are
mogt affected by the problems of school preparation and socidisation In addition
to the solutions for school dropouts, improvement of educationd qudity and the
issues of socidisation, especidly until the eighth grade.

An obligatory curfew for school children in al aities and towns (villages).

Review of the mgor humanitarian school courses: literature and history, from the
perspective of perfecting their impact as value formation toals.



